ABSTRACT A retrospective study on the relationship between the general condition of acute lymphoblastic leukemia patients with remission rale and convulsion as an adverse effect 01 chemotherapy was conducted in leukemia patients of the hematology-oncology subdivision, Dcparlmenl of Child Health, Medical School, University 01 North Sumatra, Madan. Of 114 children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, 81 (71.05%) received chemotherapy, 31 patients among them was in good general condition. Remission rale of the 31 patients was 80.6% (25 chWdren). Whereas in the remaIning 50 patients, the remlssloo rate among them was 84% (42 patients). There was no significant relationship between their general condition to the recurrence rate of Acute lymphoblastic leukemia patients who had been administered chemotherapy during induction phase. Convulsion was found In 2 cases, due to CNS leukemia. [Peedlatr Indones 2001 ;41 :33-37] 
of patients achieve complete remission,l which is defined as disappearance of clinical signs and symp· toms of disease, normalization of peripheral blood va lue, and lymphoblast in bone marrow less than 5% .los
The increased remission rate is related by improve· ment in chemotherapy treatment, recognition of risk factors, and improvement of supportive care. 6 Certain clinical appearances and laboratory findings correlate to the prognosis of ALL patients. These include initial white blood cell coum, age at diagnosis, gender, Based on these prognostic factors, ALL may be cate· gorized into low risk and high risk groups, which are frequently used as the basis of ALL treatment.}-1D High risk patients are generally treated more aggressively to achieve remission, while children in the standard or low risk group are treated with unequal effectiveness but less intensively to avoid adverse effect caused by chemotherapy.3.s The combination of 3 cytostatic drugs is administered in the induction phase to achieve a good result for remission rate in ALL patients.}-6,9
Convulsion is one of the adverse effects that may All relevant data were collected in a special form. Statistical analysis was performed using the Chi squared test to find out the difference of remission rate between the two groups with the significance level of 95% (p<O.05).
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Results
The prognostic related factors of ALL patients were age, initial white blood cell count, sex, FAB morpho� logy, hepatosplenomegaly, lymphadenopathy and CNS leukemia ( Table I) . there was no signifi cantly differences of remission rate in both groups. Table 2 . The remission rate in the age group of less than 2 years and older than 10 years was 83% and was 82% for the 2� 10 years age group. The difference of remission rates for both age groups was not signifi cant (See Ta ble 3).
Discussion
Eligible ALL patients in this study were given a combination of 3 cytostatic drugs, prednisone, 
